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Don’t miss it ...

Hangar party
The hangar party starts at 4 p.m. today in

Hangar 3. Attendees can park behind Bldg. 100
and walk to the ramp at the entry control point

between Hangars 2 and 3.

Weekend Weather

Forecast generated at 7 a.m. Thursday
Courtesy of the 62nd Operations Support Squadron

McChord Air Force Base, Wash. Connecting Team McChord with the Combat Airlift Mission July 18, 2008

Hi: 73 Hi: 78 Hi: 76
Low: 50 Low: 52 Low: 54

Freedom

McChord Air Expo 2008
Saturday and Sunday

Guide to
Air Expo 2008

Pages 8-9
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FROM THE TOP

Professionals
of the week

62nd Aircraft Maintenance Squadron

For the first time in three years,
McChord will open its gates this
weekend to the public to showcase
the inimitable capabilities of the U.S.
Air Force and allow our community
partners to meet the professional
Airmen — military and civilian — of
Team McChord.

I know all of you have been work-
ing incredibly hard these past six
months to put together McChord’s
largest and most impressive air expo
to date. I really appreciate your dedi-
cation to putting on a top-notch
event for our neighboring communi-
ties. 

I realize our commitment to Global
War on Terror operations hasn’t
slowed down; in fact we’re close to an
all-time high with more than 700 per-
sonnel off-station. Yet even with our
considerable number of deployments,
we know the extreme importance of
showing the public — the people we
serve — the professionalism of their
Airmen and what their Air Force is
doing for them and their nation.  

Our Puget Sound neighbors will
witness how we keep deployed units
supplied through C-17 Globemaster

III statics and demonstrations,
observe the future of our service by
visiting the F-22 Raptor, and get a
close look at the rich history of the
Air Force by watching the U.S. Air
Force Heritage Flight.

Just as McChord Air Expo 2008 is
a way to say thank you to our local
community for its vast support, I also
want to ensure you, Team McChord,
understand how appreciative I am of
the work you’ve put into making the
2008 Air Expo a reality.

In that spirit, you and your families
are invited to an air expo party today
in Hangar 3. The party will begin at 4
p.m. and features a Kid Zone, thou-
sands of dollars in giveaways and free
food.  If that’s not enough to draw
you there, the Spazmatics, an 80s
cover band, will perform live starting
at 6 p.m.  

While the party may not start until
4 p.m., Delta Ramp (on the flightline)
will be open to Team McChord and its
families from 12 p.m. to 5 p.m. so
everyone can get a sneak peek at the
aerial demonstration teams as they
practice. Our headliner, the Air Force
Thunderbirds, will fly at 2 p.m. I am
asking you to please park behind
Bldg. 100 (62nd Airlift Wing
Headquarters) and enter the ramp at
the entry control point between
Hangars 2 and 3 for both the practice

air show and the hangar party to ease
traffic in the flightline area and
ensure everyone’s safety.  

Please take advantage of this
opportunity if possible to relax and
enjoy some good food and music
before the expo kicks off — you’ve
earned it! 

McChord Air Expo 2008 is here!

Why he’s super:
Airman O’Neill continuously sets the

standard for his peers. As a flying crew
chief, he is entrusted with the mainte-
nance and care of an $86 million aircraft, helping to ensure suc-
cessful execution of McChord’s global mission. He continually
seeks new learning opportunities and recently completed his
Community College of the Air Force degree in aviation maintenance
technology. He enjoys playing golf and is a member of the McChord
golf team, competing against local Army and Navy teams. Airman
O’Neill was selected as the 62nd AMXS Airman of the Quarter for
second quarter 2008. His professionalism and dedication make
him a critical member of the 62nd AMXS team.

Senior Airman Lucas O’Neill

Why he’s tops:
Sergeant Karlen is an extremely capa-

ble professional. His diligence and energy
have helped ease the recent Major
Command-directed transition of electronic warfare personnel from
62nd Maintenance Squadron to the 62nd AMXS. He is a talented non-
commissioned officer, simultaneously learning the intricacies of his
new unit, continuing maintenance of C-17 electronic warfare systems
and ensuring quality training for new EW personnel.  In addition, his
efforts to combine three career fields into a single avionics shop while
eliminating or minimizing career field degradation is a testament to
his technical and leadership expertise. Sergeant Karlen’s initiative
and dedication make him a vital asset to the 62nd AMXS.

Staff Sgt. Nathan Karlen
Duty title:
C-17 electronic warfare craftsman

Duty section:
62nd AMXS Silver Aircraft 
Maintenance Unit

Hometown:
Vancouver, British Columbia

Commentary

By
Col. Jeffrey Stephenson

62nd Airlift Wing commander

Duty title:
Electrical-Environmental system specialist

Duty section:
62nd AMXS Blue Aircraft 
Maintenance Unit

Hometown:
Boise, Idaho 

Col. Jeffrey Stephenson

U
.S

. A
ir

 F
o

rc
e 

p
h

o
to

2 THE NORTHWEST AIRLIFTER • JULY 18, 2008



On a recent trip home from a
temporary duty assignment, Tech.
Sgt. Earl Covel got a rather unex-
pected call on his cell phone.

On the other line was an Air
Force three-star general alerting
Sergeant Covel he had been named
one of the Air Force’s 12
Outstanding Airmen of the Year. 

“He first asked me if I had a
minute to talk,” said Sergeant
Covel, a joint terminal attack con-
troller previously with the 5th Air
Support Operations Squadron at
Fort Lewis whose since been trans-
ferred to the 17th ASOS out of Fort
Benning, Ga. “I said ‘Sir, I have all
the time in the world for a three-
star.’”

After getting over the initial
excitement of the topic of the con-
versation, the gravity of the situa-
tion hit home with the Portland,
Ore., native. 

“It’s a real honor,” he said. “It
was pretty cool to get the word
right from a lieutenant general’s
mouth. I just consider myself lucky
to have leadership that looks out
for their troops.”

The Air Force selection board at
the Air Force Personnel Center
considered 33 nominees who repre-

sented major commands, direct
reporting units, field operating
agencies and Air Staff agencies.
The board selected the 12 based on
superior leadership, job perfor-
mance and personal achievement.

Sergeant Covel, a 12-year Air
Force veteran, is assigned to the
2nd Ranger Battalion, a special
operations unit on Fort Lewis. He
works hand-in-hand with his Army
counterparts to provide air support

for whatever the situation on the
ground warrants.

“We’re the kind of guys that get
the call when times get bad and
you have to break the glass,” said
Sergeant Covel, who was awarded
a Silver Star in 2007 for bravery in
battle and has been deployed more
than five times to classified loca-
tions since the start of the global
war on terror. 

In order to integrate the proper

air support for the situation and
work closely with the Army special
operations units, JTACs have to
have a broad base of knowledge,
said Master Sgt. Ron Fleming, 5th
ASOS operations superintendent.

“The JTACs that work with the
Rangers are the best in their career
field,” said Sergeant Fleming, who
put together Sergeant Covel’s
awards package for submission.
“Earl is a very motivated warrior —
the guy will go 110 percent to
make sure the mission is accom-
plished.” 

All of Sergeant Covel’s hard work
with the Rangers has earned him a
great amount of respect in Army
circles, Sergeant Fleming said.

“Over at the battalion, he’s a
Ranger,” he said. “I think that’s
pretty incredible.”

While Sergeant Covel is grateful
for the award, he said he is no
more special than any other JTAC.
He said he is a big believer in the
joint environment working with the
Army.

“The days of the Air Force being
in the rear with the gear are sub-
siding,” he said.

The Air Force Association will
honor Sergeant Covel and the 11
other Outstanding Airmen of the
Year during its Air and Space
Conference and Technology
Exposition in Washington, D.C., in
September.

5th ASOS Airman named to select AF group

Tech. Sgt. Earl Covel, formerly of the 5th Air Support Operations Squadron at Fort
Lewis, floats to the ground during a recent training exercise in California. Sergeant
Covel was one of 12 Airmen named Outstanding Airman of the Year. 
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AROUND MCCHORD

By
Tyler Hemstreet

Staff writer

Team McChord members and their families are invited
to McChord’s Air Expo hangar party and to practice air
show today. Park behind building 100 and proceed to
the entry control point between Hangars 2 and 3. 

Practice Air Show
Noon to 5 p.m. — Delta ramp will be open to Team
McChord and their families to view the aerial demon-
stration teams’ practices.

2 p.m. — The U.S. Air Force Thunderbirds fly.

Hangar Party
4 p.m. — Doors open with kids carnival.
5 p.m.  — Free chicken fajitas, soda and water until it’s
gone.
6 to 8 p.m. — “Spazmatics” live band performance. 
The party will also feature door prizes and Matchup Live
tickets.

Hangar party today
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Capt. Jammie Jamieson left the
state of Washington with a fledgling
love of flying. This weekend she
returns as the first female opera-
tional and combat-ready pilot of the
world’s most advanced fighter air-
craft, the F-22A Raptor. 

Captain Jamieson, who was born
in Tacoma and lived in Prosser from
1982 until she left for the Air Force
Academy in 1996, will be on hand as
part of the F-22A Raptor static dis-
play featured at McChord Air Expo
2008.

“I’m excited to come back to
Washington,” said Captain Jamieson,
who is currently stationed at
Elmendorf Air Force Base, Alaska,
where she is the mobility flight com-
mander for the 525th Fighter
Squadron.  “(At the expo) you get to
meet a lot of people excited about
aviation and air power, so that’s
pretty inspiring. It’s definitely an
honor for me to be there.”

The Prosser High grad got her first
taste of flying growing up when she
shared the cockpit with her uncle in
his Cessna 172 during local flights
around central Washington. 

“I loved it,” she said. 
The quest that started in part from

a strong desire to be an astronaut
soon took on a more direct connec-
tion with flying at the academy as
Captain Jamieson worked as an
instructor in the glider program.

After receiving her commission
through the academy in 2000 and a
master’s degree in public policy in
national security and political econo-
my from the John F. Kennedy School
of Government at Harvard University
in 2002, Captain Jamieson complet-
ed the F-15C Basic Course at
Tyndall AFB, Fla. After three years
flying the F-15C in Alaska, she com-
pleted the F-22A Transition
Qualification Course at Tyndall in

April.
“It’s cool to have a job with the

view that it offers when I’m in the
sky,” she said.

Although her job as a fighter pilot
requires long hours of flying practice
each week, Captain Jamieson said
it’s an honor to be able to fly an air-
craft like the Raptor.

“It’s a challenging and exciting
experience every day,” the captain
said. “Air-to-air combat is very fluid

and is always changing.”
Captain Jamieson said she’s look-

ing forward to educating people on
the F-22 and what’s it like to be a
fighter pilot. There may even be some
young pilots with big dreams in
attendance — something the captain
can no doubt relate to.

“The kids are the most exciting,”
she said. “I’ll be able to answer as
many questions as I can … I’m look-
ing forward to that.”    

Expo represents special homecoming for F-22 Raptor pilot

Capt. Jammie Jamieson, a Prosser native and an F-22 Raptor pilot with the 525th Fighter Squadron at Elmendorf Air Force Base,
Alaska, will make an appearance at McChord Air Expo 2008 as part of the F-22 static display. 
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AROUND MCCHORD

By
Tyler Hemstreet

Staff writer
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 KORUM’S  KORUM’S  KORUM’S 
 VISIT US AT:

 www.puyallupnissan.com
 • free transportation from bases • military rebates & discounts • easy on line qualifing

 VISIT US FIRST!

 Monday thru Thursday
 Saturdays & Evenings

 By Appointment

 Complimentary Nitrous Oxide
 Visa Mastercard

rrs TM

 FAMILY DENTISTRY
 J. Mark Burnett D.D.S.

 Military Dental Plan Accepted
 253-565-1181

 2603 Bridgeport Way West, Suite I

 “Serving the community for over 20 years”

 Your Comfort Is As Important As Quality Dentistry

 • FREEDOM CUP • • FREEDOM CUP • • FREEDOM CUP •
 Every 9 th  Cup is  Every 9 th  Cup is  Every 9 th  Cup is 

 FREE! FREE! FREE!



AROUND THE WORLD

AROUND THE AIR FORCE

McChord Airmen

CAMP CROPPER, Iraq — Capt. Bryan Hall, 62nd Airlift
Wing Judge Advocate office, stands outside at Camp
Cropper during a recent deployment. He is assisting
the Iraqi government with reviewing files and provid-
ing hearings for the suspected insurgent and terrorist
detainees.

MANAS AIR BASE, Kyrgyzstan — Airman 1st Class Landon Jensen, 62nd Aerial Port
Squadron, left, and Staff Sgt. Marc Warman, deployed from Aviano Air Base, Italy, tie
down a Humvee for transport in a C-5 Galaxy during a recent deployment.
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 Ragtime Piano Service Ragtime Piano Service
 George D. Mounce III

 (retired military)
 Piano Technician

 Tuning and Repair

 Reconditioning and Cleaning

 Regulating and Estimates

 Phone: 253-278-9337 Phone: 253-278-9337
 E-mail: ragtimepianoservice @ gmail.com

 Piano Technicians Guild
 Associate Member

 3711 S. Tacoma Way
 (253) 475-6777

 UP TO 5 QUARTS (MOST CARS)

 $ 19 95 $ 19 95 $ 19 95  LUBE  LUBE 
 OIL  OIL 

 FILTER FILTER

 Doctors John Ludu, R Sharma & Associates

 253-964-7000
 Exit 118 next to Super Buffet

 975 Ross Ave - DuPont

 N OW  A CCEPTING  N EW  P ATIENTS
 & E MERGENCIES

 Dupont Family Dentistry Dupont Family Dentistry Dupont Family Dentistry

 Call About Our New Patient 
 & Teeth Whitening Specials

 $avings up to  40%
 • Hip Urban Thrift Shop
    for young professionals 

 + college students
 15%
 OFF

 PURCHAS E
 mention or 
 clip out ad

 Expires 
 7/31/08

 1003 Pacific Ave N
 Downtown Tacoma

 M-F 10:00–5:00   Sat. 11:00–4:00

   253.383.9269

 Spring & Summer Specials

 Fern Hill 
 United Methodist Church

 501 South 84th St., Tacoma, WA 
 (253)474-4040

 Family BBQ
 ALL WELCOME

 Sat., July 19 th  2008 • Noon-3pm
 Pastor Jim Hewson, Grillmaster

 Hot Dogs, Hamburgers, Beans, Salads, Rolls and Desert
 NO CHARGE

 Donation bowl if so moved

 2709 E Main Street, Puyallup, WA 98372
 (253) 904-8513

 Any Laser
 Hair Removal 
 Package! 20 %   OFF 20 %   OFF



AIR FORCE NEWS

When Airmen deploy, some may find them-
selves with a roommate or co-worker who may
be a little rough around the edges, who doesn’t
quite communicate in the same dialect or may
even have an unusual diet.

However, they probably don’t bark or bite.
But two Airmen from the 62nd Security

Forces Squadron here know all about what it’s
like to deploy with man’s best friend as both
roommate and co-worker.

Staff sergeants Melissa Szczerbiak and Brian
LeCloux are military working dog handlers. Both
recently returned from deployments that high-
light a very unique and important job in the Air
Force.

Handlers deploy and work with the Air Force’s
sister services, typically conducting
weapons/munitions cache searches. 

The teams are a force multiplier, said
Sergeant LeCloux , ensuring the safety of our
brethren – be it Army, Iraqi Army or coalition
forces.

“Most importantly, being able to detect explo-
sives before our forces enter into a structure
that’s unsafe,” he said.

Sergeant LeCloux was deployed to Forward
Operating Base Normandy, Iraq, and ultimately
went on 18 missions with Meki, a four-year-old
German shepherd. 

Despite being deployed for the first time, Meki
was fearless in the face of danger, said Sergeant
LeCloux. At one point, Meki was medevaced to
Balad Air Base after a shrapnel injury that
would require a few stitches, but it never slowed
him down.

Military working dogs remain with their han-

dlers unless secured, so Meki shared living
quarters with Sergeant LeCloux while at the
FOB. Sergeant Szczerbiak, who was deployed to
Camp Stryker, Iraq, also shared quarters with
her dog Tim, a five-year-old Belgian malinois on
his third deployment in two years.

Sergeant Szczerbiak said the dogs there were
initially kept inside another tent, but the han-
dlers chose to keep the dogs with them, which
was great for maintaining rapport. Establishing
rapport between a handler and their dog is a
critical step in the training process prior to
deployment, especially considering the nature of
their work, she said.

In addition to encountering crush wire,
house-borne and other improvised explosives
devices during searches for weapons caches,
there were other unique challenges. Sergeant
Szczerbiak said they encountered stray dogs
and mules, and were once actually chased by
cows.

But it wasn’t just “dog days” for Sergeant
LeCloux and Sergeant Szczerbiak. The Airmen
both said it was a rewarding experience to work
with the sister services.

“The culmination of knowledge from all of the
forces there was an incredible experience by
itself,” Sergeant Szczerbiak said.

One of her first missions, she said, was work-
ing with the cadaver dog teams, looking for
missing Soldiers. This required additional train-
ing from Army contractors, who work with the
dogs to locate human remains.

In a memo from the Department of the Army,
Sgt. Maj. Richard Gardner, 3rd Infantry Division
Provost Marshal Sergeant Major at Camp
Victory, Iraq, extended his appreciation for
Sergeant Szczerbiak’s hard work and profession-
alism while attached to the Multi-National
Division Center’s MWD program.

“Sergeant Szczerbiak demonstrated a work

ethic that made it immediately clear she under-
stood the gravity of what the job entailed,”
Sergeant Major Gardner wrote.

He added that in over 20 years of service,
Sergeant Szczerbiak was “hands down the best
Airman” he had ever worked with, and that her
performance in support of the Global War on
Terrorism set a standard for all others to emu-
late.

Man’s best friend plays key role in GWOT
By

Staff Sgt. Eric Burks
62nd Airlift Wing Public Affairs

Staff Sgt. Melissa Szczerbiak, 62nd Security Forces
Squadron, and her Belgian malinois, Tim, patrol Camp
Stryker, Iraq, during a recent deployment. 
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Welcome to the

McChord Air Expo 2008

Acts will perform in the order listed

C-17 Globemaster III aerial demonstration
U.S. Air Force Academy aerial performance team “Wings of Blue”

Jacquie B’s Pitts S-1T
Air Force Reserve Jet Car

Bud Granley’s T-6
B-2 Spirit (Saturday only)

F-15C Eagle tactical demonstration
MiG-17 performance

P-51 Mustang Heritage Flight
Bud and Ross Granley’s Dueling YAKs

F-A/18F Super Hornet tactical demonstration
AD-3 Skyraider Legacy Flight
Tim Weber’s Geico Extra 300

Bombing of Pearl Harbor reenactment, “Tora, Tora, Tora”
U. S. Air Force Thunderbirds

Air Expo 2008 aerial performance schedule

During Air Expo 2008, the housing gate
will be open to military ID card holders only.
Expo officials are recommending only mili-
tary members use the housing gate. It is not
open to the general public.
The shuttles to the entry control point start

at 8 a.m. and will run until the end of each
day.
Shuttles will run on a continuous sched-

ule. All will drop off at the entry control point.

Housing Gate and
Shuttles

Carter Lake
Elementary School

Habenero’s

Library

WADS

PARKING

Lincoln Blvd.

W
oodbrook

Rd.

Dogwood
St.

Ginko Dr.

SHUTTLES:
Start: 8 a.m. to end

HOUSING GATE:
7 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Saturday and Sunday

KEY
= Shuttle Stop

Fairway Rd.

Information for residents
in base housing

McChord Air Force Base is opening the main gate
and the Barnes gate to the public on Saturday and
Sunday as the base hosts Air Expo 2008. Gates will
open at 8:00 a.m., and the flying starts at 11:00 a.m.
Housing residents who wish to travel to the

Commissary or the Base Exchange during the show
will be allowed access from Fairway Drive and
Lincoln Boulevard only. Barnes Boulevard will be
kept free of traffic to allow emergency vehicle and
bus access to and from the expo area.
For safety reasons, nobody is allowed in the

Holiday Park and Heritage Hill areas during the
show. This includes the practice air show scheduled
for today.
Housing residents will not be able to drive their

personal vehicles from housing to the air expo
grounds. They should take the shuttles from hous-
ing to the expo grounds; the shuttles begin service at
8 a.m. each day.

Air Expo 2008 Safety Tips
McChord officials want visitors to be safe while enjoying all the amazing acts during the Air

Expo. To keep everyone safe, please remember the following safety rules while on base:

• Don’t smoke on the flightline.
• Trash and other waste must be placed in appropriate waste receptacles so aircraft
engines are not at risk.

• Observe all signs, including the ones that say, “Do Not Touch.”
• Please do not touch any aircraft unless you’ve been invited to do so by the aircrew.
• Do not climb on aircraft.
• Do not cross the crowd fencing.
• Stay within the confines of the Air Expo area.
• Bicycles, skates, rollerblades and skateboards are not allowed during the Air Expo.
• Do not use maintenance equipment, vehicles, portable facilities, roofs of buildings,
exterior surfaces or anything else that is considered unsafe for a viewing stand.
• Pets are prohibited on the flightline. Exceptions are service animals used by the disabled.
• Be alert for power cords, aircraft grounding wires and uneven pavement.
• Bring and use hearing protection when needed.
• In the event of a lost child, security forces will transport the child to the Red Cross tent.
Parents should contact the personnel at the Red Cross tent in the event they can’t find
their child.
• The following items are prohibited as well: coolers, weapons, glass bottles, alcohol, back
packs and bags. Also, all purses and diaper bags are subject to search while on McChord.

In the event of thunderstorms before 1 p.m., spectators will be directed to the
hangars or vehicles until the weather clears.
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SCOTT AIR FORCE BASE, Ill. —
Sixty years ago today, the fledgling
United States Air Force airlifted its
first of 2.3 million tons of coal, food
and supplies to the besieged city of
Berlin.  Stalin had cut off all ground
transportation through Russian terri-
tory to the surrounded city of Berlin.
The Berlin Airlift sustained a city of
more than 2 million citizens for over
a year, and this first confrontation of
the new Cold War was a symbol of
America’s commitment to democracy,
and a proving ground for our
nation’s airlift capabilities.

Air Force airlifters may not have
known in 1948 the broader political
implications derived from the suc-
cess of the Berlin Airlift, but they
knew their humanitarian mission
was important.  Air Force Col. (ret.)
Gail Halvorson said, “We knew Stalin
was the new enemy and needed to be
stopped.  We had been briefed for
about two years about the threat so
we knew the mission was important.
I didn’t know just how important it
was at the time.”

The success of the Berlin Airlift
accelerated Allied plans to unite the
West German tri-sector of Berlin and
create the new German Federal
Republic after World War II.  “In my
view,” said Colonel Halvorson, “the
Airlift saved Berlin, and along with
the Marshall Plan in West Germany,
it stopped Communism’s spread
west, eventually the Wall to come
down, and finally the dismantling of
the Soviet Union.  It did change post
war history and the rest of my life.”

Colonel Halvorson, dubbed the
‘Candy Bomber,’ earned this nick-
name, along with several others,
including his favorite, ‘Uncle Wiggly
Wings,’ by becoming the first pilot to
airdrop candy from his plane to the
hungry and oppressed children of
Berlin.  The German children recog-
nized his plane on approach because
he wiggled the wings left and right
before he dropped the candy — each
piece slowed by a tiny parachute that
he attached to prevent injury to the
children.

Airdropping candy made Colonel
Halvorson famous, particularly in
Germany.  But the primary mission
of delivering food and supplies to
Berlin’s beleaguered citizens moved
him, and has affected his life ever
since. “When I unloaded my first

20,000 pounds of flour, the look in
the eyes and the hand shake of the
unloaders was as if we were angels
from heaven,” he said. “They needed
flour and freedom.  We had both.”

Andrei Cherny, a former White
House speechwriter and author of
The Candy Bombers, reported that in
Germany, and especially in Berlin,
Colonel Halvorson has become part
of the national lore.  When Colonel
Halvorson and other Berlin Airlift
veterans arrived at Templehof at 7
a.m. for the celebration of the 50th
anniversary of the Berlin Airlift in
1998, the line had already grown to
more than 200 people.  Cherny
wrote, “The Berliners approached
him all day, nodding a few words of
thanks or silently, tearfully grasping
his hand…Sixty-year-old men broke
down as they told him what a para-
chute that fell to their feet as they
walked through ruined streets had
meant to them as children.”

The compassion of the United
States and its Allies during the
Berlin Airlift toward the same
German people we had been at war
with just three years prior, was
deeply felt by a German public
oppressed by Stalinist Russia.
During the Cold War, Germany
determined to never repeat history

and slowly built up a large stockpile
of food and supplies.  When
Germany was reunited in 1990,
Cherney said, “West Berliners,
imprisoned behind a wall by Russian
soldiers and policies for forty years,
might have been expected to look
toward their defeated foes with
something approaching hatred.
Instead, they decided they would
turn over their hoarded food and
supplies, to the very people who had
made that stockpile necessary.”

Compassion and airlift made it
happen.  The impact of airlift and the
Airmen who provide it is far-reach-
ing.  The Air Force, and Air Mobility
Command, builds on its strong airlift
heritage each day, consistently deliv-
ering combat and humanitarian
capabilities with precision, speed,
agility, commitment and technical
skill.

The unprecedented accomplish-
ments of the Berlin Airlift still stand
as one of the greatest humanitarian
and political missions in world histo-
ry.  The Air Force and Air Mobility
Command take the lessons and
insights from the Berlin Airlift and
continue to apply them toward win-
ning today’s fight, taking care of our
people, and preparing for tomorrow’s
challenges.

Berlin Airlift lays foundation for today’s air mobility
AIR FORCE NEWS

By
Theo W. Ramsey

Air Mobility Command
Public Affairs
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A bug’s life
Point Defiance Zoo educator Scott Kiersztyn, shows children a
mealworm during an insect presentation Tuesday at the
McChord library. The presentation, which worked in conjunc-
tion with the library’s summer reading program, taught chil-
dren the differences between insects and humans, how to
identify insects and the variety of jobs insects perform.
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EXPO ON MCCHORD

Open or closed this weekend ...
Check here to see which base facilities will be impacted by the air expo.

Commissary: Open normal business hours, however, there will be a 100 percent 
DoD ID card check at the front door on both days.

Base Exchange: Food court and BX will be open normal business hours.
Post office: Closed for the weekend.
Base pool: Will close at 3 p.m. today and remain closed for the weekend.
Sounders Lanes: Closed for the weekend.
McChord Clubs and Community Center: Closed for the weekend.
McChord Air Museum: Closed for the weekend.
Whispering Firs Golf Course: Open normal business hours.
Fitness center: Open from 5 a.m. to 10 p.m. daily through the weekend.
Burger King: Drive-Thru is open during normal business hours. Dining room is 

currently closed for renovation.    
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Visit us in the Main Base Exchange
253-588-9288

Eye Exams Available by

Dr. Craig Rouse
Independent Doctor of Optometry

• TRICARE accepted. • Appointments are available. • Walk-ins are welcome.

Exchange Concessionaire

Optical Center
& Optometry Care

Optical Center
Located in the Exchange

Buy One Frame
Get One

Free*

*Buy one frame regularly priced and receive a second frame at equal or
lesser retail value. You pay only for the lenses and extra features.
Complete pair purchases required. Cannot be combined with any
other discount, coupon or insurance plan. All eyeglass and contact
lens purchases require a current, valid prescription. Offer expires
08/30/08. ©2008 National Vision Inc.

Experience it all at the South Hill Mall Complex! With great 
clothing, shoes, accessories, toys, electronics and more, 

South Hill Mall has something for every member of the family. 
What’s more, many of our stores offer Military Discounts! 



FEATURE
Spotlight story

NEW AL MUTHANA AIR BASE,
Iraq (AFPN) — U.S. forces trans-
ferred ownership of 11 aircraft to
the Iraqi air force recently during a
ceremony at New Al Muthana Air
Base. 

Army Lt. Gen. Frank Helmick,
commander of Multi-National
Security Transition Command
Iraq, signed over eight Cessna
172s and three Cessna Caravan
208s worth more than $9 million
to Iraqi Defense Minister Abd al-
Qadir al-Mufriji. 

Brig. Gen. Brooks Bash said the
aircraft would be part of the Iraqi
air force’s training program at
Kirkuk Regional Air Base in north-
ern Iraq. Similar to the way the
U.S. Air Force conducts its own
training, the smaller Cessna 172 is
the initial aircraft Iraqi pilots will
learn to fly, while the Cessna
Caravan 208 is the more
advanced, graduated version, the
commander of coalition air force
training in Iraq added. 

In fact, General Bash said, the
Cessna 172 is the first aircraft he
learned to fly almost 33 years ago. 

“The Cessna 172 is very special
to me, because it was the first air-
craft I ever flew,” he said. “And still
today, it’s the first aircraft pilots in

the United States Air Force fly,
and now it’s the first aircraft Iraqi
air force pilots will fly.” 

General Bash praised the Iraqi
air force for the success it’s
already had. During the past four

months, the air force participated
in major coalition operations in
Basra, Mosul, Al-Amarah and in
Baghdad’s Sadr City district. 

The Iraqi air force is an impor-
tant reason for the declining

attack levels in those areas and
throughout the country, the gener-
al noted. 

General Bash said Iraqi security
would continue benefiting from its
air force with the new fleet of
Cessnas. The additional aircraft
will allow more than 130 new
pilots to train and graduate by
2010. 

“As of now, the Iraqi air force is
just beginning to grow,” he said.
“They will double in size within the
next year, giving them up to 6,000
airmen and 133 aircraft by the end
of 2009.” 

In addition, the King Air intelli-
gence, surveillance and reconnais-
sance aircraft and King Air light
transport aircraft were unveiled
during the ceremony. The aircraft
were purchased by Iraq’s defense
ministry for the ISR capability,
General Bash said. 

He stated the King Air ISR rep-
resents the future of intelligence,
surveillance and reconnaissance
aircraft. It provides the latest tech-
nology and capabilities in camera-
intelligence and surveillance gath-
ering, he added. 

The addition of the new aircraft
and additional assets to the Iraqi
force “signifies the strong partner-
ship between Iraq and United
States,” he said. “It also represents
the strength and growth of Iraqi
forces as they continue to fight ter-
rorism and provide security and
new capabilities to their country.”

Iraqi air force acquires new aircraft from U.S. forces

Brig. Gen. Brooks L. Bash, Coalition Air Force Training Team commander, Army Lt.
Gen. Frank Helmick, commander of Multi-National Security Transition Command-
Iraq, Iraqi Defense Minister Abdul-Qader Mohammed Jassim, and Iraqi Air Force
Chief Kamal Abdul-Sattar al-Barazanchi sign paperwork to transfer ownership of 11
U.S. Forces aircraft to the Iraqi air force at New Al Muthana Air Base, Iraq, July 9.
General Helmick signed over eight Cessna 172s and three Cessna Caravan 208s
worth more than $9 million to the Iraqi Defense Minister.
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By
Army Staff Sgt. Michael Carden

American Forces
Press Service
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 Professionally managed by:
 INLAND US MANAGEMENT, LLC
 www.shoplakewoodtownecenter.com

 24 Hour Fitness
 AMC Lowes Theater
 Avenue
 Barnes and Noble
 Bed, Bath and Beyond
 Burlington Coat Factory

 Pier 1 Imports
 Rent-A-Center
 Ross
 Sprint PCS
 Target
 Wells Fargo Financial

 Welcome to  Welcome to  Welcome to 
 Lakewood Towne Center Lakewood Towne Center Lakewood Towne Center

 Catherine’s Plus Sizes
 Check Into Cash
 Davita Lakewood Dialysis
 Dollar Store
 Dress Barn
 EB Games

 Famous Footwear
 G.I. Joe’s
 Gen-X Clothing
 Gottschalks
 Great Clips

 La Palma Mexican Restaurant
 Marshalls
 Merino’s Tailoring
 Michaels
 Motherhood Maternity

 Office Depot
 Old Country Buffet
 Old Navy
 Panera Bread
 Petsmart

 SOLDIER-AIRMAN-SAILOR-MARINE & COAST GUARD

 Lakewood Ford Lakewood Ford
    Wants You!!    Wants You!! Wants You!!

 If you are interested in a new career in 
 automotive sales. We offer the most
         competitive salary, medical, and
         401K in the area.
             Training Provided – Leads Provided

 For your personal interview

 Call Vier Ortiz or John Kennelly
 Sales Manager

 (253) 474-0511

 Get a better nights sleep now!
 Stop by Mattress Makers in Parkland

 Mattress Makers
 11122 Pacific Avenue • 253.531.8040

 Queen Sets Queen Sets

 $ 299 EA. $ 299 EA. $ 299 EA.

 N O  C REDIT  C HECK !
 (F INANCING  A VAILABLE )



JOINT BASE BALAD, Iraq (AFPN)
— War is messy — literally — but
U.S. forces, contractors and Iraqis
found a way to turn the military’s
trash into Iraq’s economic treasure. 

Albu-Hussan-based Almandhour
United Company oversees waste-
management operations here fol-
lowing a ribbon-cutting ceremony
July 10 that commemorated the
opening of a recycling center here. 

“This is a great day for Joint
Base Balad because we’ve solved a
problem that’s been present here
for a long time, and it’s a great day
because we have yet another
opportunity to help the local econo-
my,” said Brig. Gen. Brian Bishop,
332nd Air Expeditionary Wing and
installation commander. 

The center is designed to spur
green practices among Balad’s
waste management operations by
creating a hub for recyclables to be
collected and shipped to recycling
plants throughout Iraq. 

In the past, recyclables have
either been burned in incinerators
or stockpiled throughout various
holding areas on base. With the
new recycling center, large
amounts of aluminum, glass, plas-
tics, cardboard and steel products
will instead be packed up and
shipped to recycling centers near
Baghdad and sold on the Iraqi mar-
ket. 

Neseb Saad Hasan Altememy,
the general manager for
Almandhour United, said his com-

pany plans to profit most from the
large amounts of aluminum thrown
away on Balad. 

More than 90,000 aluminum
soda cans are thrown away daily
on post, according to U.S. Army fig-
ures. The center will be able to
export more than a ton of alu-
minum each day, which goes for
about $750 on the Iraqi market,
Mr. Altememy said.

“With the addition of this center,
Joint Base Balad looks to reduce
its trash volume by literally tons a
day,” said Army Col. Kenneth
Newlin, deputy commander of the
76th Infantry Brigade Combat
Team. “The center will also have
the ability to drive new industries
here and allow us to aggressively
seek a new market for plastics
recycling locally.” 

Besides providing a green
approach to bolstering the Iraqi
economy, the center will also pre-
sent jobs to local Iraqis. 

“If we’re ever going to leave this
country, we have to build not only
by supporting its people, but its
economy, too,” said Army Capt.
Robert Yates, a contracting officer
with the Air Force’s Joint
Contracting Command-Iraq. 

Joint Contracting Command-Iraq
crafted the contract, while Soldiers
from the 76th Infantry BCC and
the Indiana National Guard worked
with the Iraqi-Based Industrial
Zone, or I-BIZ, initiative to head up
hiring and negotiations. Because
both departments have strict hiring
standards written into the con-
tracts, the Iraqi people have first
pick when it comes to these jobs. 

“The I-BIZ program does an
excellent job because it allows the

U.S. government to share these
kinds of contracts more often with
the Iraqi people, rather than with
larger contractors who are here
from other countries,” Mr.
Altememy said. “We feel like we
have developed trust from the U.S.,
and so now better jobs are avail-
able to us.” 

Besides making money for its

host nation, U.S. Forces plan to
profit from the contract in the form
of cost savings. Originally, a con-
tract with non-Iraqi contractors
was envisioned, with a price tag of
about $1.5 million per year.
Because Almandhour United will
profit from the recyclables alone,
no bidding costs were incurred
through contracting agreements. 

Sheikh Saad Hasan Altememy, a local leader near Balad, Iraq, confers with Air Force
Brig. Gen. Brian Bishop recently during a ribbon-cutting ceremony for an Iraqi-run
recycling center at Joint Base Balad, Iraq. The recycling center will provide 30 jobs to
local Iraqis and assist current efforts to sort through daily garbage collection on
base for recyclables. The recyclables will then be shipped off base and sold for prof-
it on the Iraqi market. General Bishop is the 332nd Air Expeditionary Wing comman-
der and installation commander.

Recycling contract turns trash into treasure
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FEATURE
Spotlight story

By
Army Sgt. Robert G. Cooper III

76th Infantry Brigade
Combat Team

JULY 18, 2008 • THE NORTHWEST AIRLIFTER 13

Corner of 100TH & Bridgeport Way SW • Lakewood • 584-1919

 Big Screen TV for Sports
• Karaoke

 •  Pool • Darts • Pull Tabs
 • Lunch Specials

Kick off your
weekend with us!

 Convenient Lakewood Location.
 Just minutes away. Next to the Lakewood Towne Center.

 Your Military Insurance Welcome!
 We gladly accept your dental plan as well as all Major credit cards.

 We put your comfort first.
 Caring Dentistry with a gentle touch.

 Call now to schedule your appointment.

 Receive a free dental care kit with 
 your dental cleaning .

 ATTENTION MILITARY DEPENDENTS:

 Dentistry
 For Dependents & Reservists

 Members:   American Dental Association, 
 Washington Dental Association, Pierce County 
 Dental Society. 

 David Cho, DDS, PS
 Robert L. Kiehl, DDS
 Family Dentistry 
 253-584-1314

 5920 100th St. S.W., Ste. 9, Lakewood Professional Village

 • Check-ups

 • Fillings

 • Root Canals

 • Cosmetic Dentistry

 • Teeth Whitening

 • Crown & Bridge

 • New Patients Welcome



The Operation Air Force program
not only opens up a whole new world
to Air Force Academy cadets, but
also gives the Airmen in charge of
overseeing visiting cadets a chance to
mentor the next generation of
Airmen.

Nineteen academy cadets visited
McChord from June 1 – 21 during
the first phase of the career-broaden-
ing program for cadets at the Air
Force Academy and Reserve Officer
Training Corps. 

Capt. Ian Ostermiller, 10th Airlift
Squadron, has participated in the
program for the last two years. 

“For the 10th, we tried to rotate
the cadets through as many positions
as possible to give them a perspective
on a lot of things,” he said.
“Hopefully they learned a little about
operations and scheduling, person-
nel, tactics and employment.”

Captain Ostermiller, a 2003 acad-
emy graduate, served this year as
the 10th AS facilitator and troop
commander during a C-17
Globemaster III mission from here to
Hickam Air Force Base, Hawaii, and
back. In 2007, he was the 62nd
Operations Group officer in charge,
and took care of anything the cadets
did with the OG, including planning
and flying a C-17 to Colorado
Springs, Colo., to pick up the cadets.
As a cadet, he participated in a spe-
cialized version of the program in the
summer before his junior year and
shadowed Military Training
Instructors at Lackland Air Force
Base, Texas.

“What is different is that they have
the opportunity each summer now,”
said Captain Ostermiller. “I think the
value in repeated exposure is obvious
from the perspective of repetition in
training, but more precisely, it allows
the cadets to go into greater depth
regarding the roles of the various
members in the Air Force.”

The squadron’s goal was to expose
cadets to the full range so that they
would have not only the hands-on
environment in which to learn, but
also to give them a good perspective
of the breadth of what a mobility
squadron does, the captain said. 

“Additionally, we tried to rotate all
cadets through the flying schedule so
that they all got to experience actual
flying, in the form of local training
sorties,” he said.

The C-17 mission to Hawaii was
an opportunity to expand on the local
training, he said.

“An off-station trainer that crosses
the ocean is a great way to get cadets
close to the mission in a controlled
environment,” Captain Ostermiller
said. “They get to see all aspects,
from working with the aerial port
troops to interacting with the aircrew.
Hopefully they come away from the
experience with a smile on their face,
but also with a better understanding
of all the moving pieces involved in
getting from A to B, especially when
B is across the ocean.“

In a sense, he said, the flight also
served as an advertisement for the
mobility mission. “You see a lot of the
world, and Hawaii is a good way to
get somebody’s attention.”

“The academy offers some great
opportunities, including Operation
Air Force,” Captain Ostermiller said,
“and it’s important (for the cadets) to
take those lessons they learn and hit
the ground running.”

Experience helps
Airmen mentor
academy cadets

FEATURE
Spotlight story

By
Staff Sgt. Eric Burks

62nd Airlift Wing
Public Affairs
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 6831 So. Tacoma Way  471-0275
 13922 Canyon Rd. E.  536-1196

 WASHINGTON USED
 TIRE &     WHEEL

 BUY–SELL–TRADE

 NEW & USED TIRES AND 
 WHEELS CREDIT CARDS 

 ACCEPTED

 WHEN YOU “RETIRE” SEE US!!
 OPEN  SUNDAYS at Canyon Rd. E.

rrs TM



Security Awareness Day is Tuesday
Air Force leadership has desig-

nated Tuesday as a day to provide
all personnel education and a
heightened level of awareness of
the ever increasing threats to our
information, assets and base net-
works.

The day focuses on improving
Computer Security (COMPUSEC),
Information Security (INFOSEC)
and Operational Security (OPSEC)
and ways to protect the network
and keep classified information
secure. 

For more information, contact
the wing’s information assurance
office at 982-3809.

Base housing power outage
There will be a power outage in

base housing from 8 to 10 a.m. on
Wednesday. The units that will be
affected are in the 2000, 3000,
4000 and 5000 areas. The power
outage is necessary in order to per-
form maintenance and repairs on
high voltage power lines near the
housing substation. For more
information, call John Keizer at
982-2583.

Rape Aggression Defense course
A free Rape Aggression Defense

course will be taught here through-
out the month of August. The
classes are from 1 to 4 p.m. each
Thursday of the month and the
course is open to women ages 16
and older. Participants learn risk
reduction tips and physical
defense strategies taught by certi-
fied instructors in this national
and internationally accredited
course. Prior self defense experi-
ence is not required. Call 982-0457
for registration.

Chief’s Group scholarship
The McChord Chief’s Group

offers a scholarship program to
defer the education- related finan-
cial obligations of active duty
enlisted personnel in grades E-1
through E-5 pursuing mid-level
and advanced degrees.
Applications can be picked up at
the Education Center (Bldg. 851),
from any McChord active duty
chief master sergeant or from the
Chief’s Group share point site.
Scholarship applications are due
by July 25 and can be sent via e-
mail to rod-
ney.billinghurst@mcchord.af.mil
or given to your group superinten-
dent or any McChord chief master
sergeant. For more information,
call Chief Master Sgt. Rod
Billinghurst at 982-5817.

Burger King drive-thru open
The Burger King on McChord is

currently under renovation, with
the project set to be finished July
28. The renovation will include new
restrooms, new tables and chairs
and new counters in the dining
room. While the dining room will
be closed, the drive thru window
will remain open during normal
business hours: Monday through
Friday from 6:30 a.m. to 8 p.m.;
Saturday from 8 a.m. to 7 p.m.;
and Sunday from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.

New Housing Office hours
The McChord Housing Office has

recently revised its hours of opera-
tion. Walk-in hours are now 1 to 3
p.m., Monday through Friday.
Appointment hours are 8 to 11
a.m. Monday, Wednesday and
Friday. For community housing
assistance, call 982-5517, and for
military housing assistance, call
982-5516.

BRIEFS

Names to Note
The following individuals from class 08-5 at

The Vosler Noncommissioned Officer Academy
at Peterson Air Force Base, Col., recently grad-
uated:

� Tech. Sgt. Sarah Butcher, 62nd Force 
Support Squadron

� Tech. Sgt. Richard Dell, 62nd Aircraft
Maintenance Squadron
� Tech. Sgt. Christina Grillo, 1st Air Support    

Operations Group
� Tech. Sgt. Kelly Jacobs, 62nd AMXS
� Tech. Sgt. Shane Johnson, 62nd Logistics 

Readiness Squadron

� Tech. Sgt. Sean Schroeder, 62nd Medical 
Operations Squadron

� Tech. Sgt. Christopher Smith, 62nd LRS
� Tech. Sgt. Paul Villa, 62nd AMXS
� Tech. Sgt. Richard Young, 62nd Maintenance 

Squadron

For more information, 
call the chapel support center at 982-5556.

The following chapel program takes place at the base chapel support
center, Bldg. 746, unless otherwise noted:

Adult Bible study is from 11 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.  Wednesdays.

Catholic services:
All Catholic services are in chapel two.
Saturday:  4 p.m. Confession

5 p.m. Mass
Sunday:    9:30 a.m. Mass

11 a.m. Mass
Protestant services:
Sunday:  8:30 a.m. Liturgical worship: Chapel one 

9:45 a.m. Sunday school for all ages at the
chapel support center
11 a.m. Traditional worship: Chapel one 
11 a.m. Contemporary service:  Chapel support 
center

Jewish services: 
Friday: 6 p.m. Fort Lewis chapel every 1st, 3rd and 5th at the  

corner of 12th Street and Liggett Avenue 967-6590
Orthodox activities:
Sunday: 9:30 a.m. Divine Liturgy, St. Nicholas Church,

15th Street and Yakima Avenue, Tacoma
Other services:
Orthodox Christian Community,Cascade Chapel,FortLewis 
Sundays:  8:45 a.m. Pre-Communion prayers

9:30 a.m. Divine Liturgy
Confession is by appointment only. Call Father John Anderson
at 967-1717 or 906-6843 or e-mail father.anderson@us.army.mil.
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Faith and Worship
Programs
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 LUBE, OIL & FILTER  4-TIRE ROTATION
 & BALANCE

 TUNE-UP SPECIAL

 BRAKE SERVICE  WHEEL ALIGNMENT
 SPECIAL

 * 12 Pt
 Inspection

 $ 16 99
 most most most

 vehicles vehicles vehicles

 NOT TO BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFER, EXPIRES 7/23/08

 • Regular tire rotation & 4-wheel
 balance can increase tire life &
 provide a smoother ride

 • Includes inspections of tread wear,
 air pressure & valve stems

 $ 24 99
 most most most

 vehicles vehicles vehicles

 NOT TO BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFER, EXPIRES 7/23/08

 Mufflers Installed

 $ 39 99
 STARTING AT STARTING AT STARTING AT

 NOT TO BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFER, EXPIRES 7/23/08

 MAINTENANCE TUNE-UP
 • Visually inspect ignition wires, 

 distributor cap, filters & more
 • Install new spark plugs
 • Set timing & idle (if applicable)
 • Road test vehicle

 $ 34 99
 most most most

 vehicles vehicles vehicles

 NOT TO BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFER, EXPIRES 7/23/08

 • Install new brake pads or shoes
 • Includes machining rotors, 

 if required by manufacturer
 • Adjust drum brake (on serviced axle)
 • Road test vehicle

 $ 69 99
 most most most

 vehicles vehicles vehicles

 NOT TO BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFER, EXPIRES 7/23/08

 THRUST ANGLE OR 4-WHEEL
 • Align all 4 wheels to manufacturer’s

 specifications
 • Inspect steering/suspension systems
 • Road test vehicle

 $ 34 99
 most most most

 vehicles vehicles vehicles

 NOT TO BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFER, EXPIRES 7/23/08

 Call us for our low price guarantee

 253.581.9868 253.581.9868
 12037 Pacific Hwy SW • Lakewood, WA 98499

 Pierce County’s Favorite Spot Pierce County’s Favorite Spot
 For Tires & Wheels! For Tires & Wheels!

 Installed • Balanced • Most Sizes

 $ 25 $ 25 Used Used
 Tires Tires

 Visit Our Visit Our
 New Location in New Location in

 Lakewood! Lakewood!
 12037 Pacific Hwy SW 12037 Pacific Hwy SW

 LAKEWOOD
 Local Owners




